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A DIALOGUE ON CHRISTIANITY 


zel and Barnabas. 


Azel. I nave observed Rev. 
sir, that you have been in the 
habit of treating me with kind- 
ness and respect, even in the 
time of health, and now in my 
sickness you have come to visit 
me as a friend : Have you been 
aware, that [ am not a believer 
in Christianity ? 

Barnabas. 1 have suspeeted 
this to be the fact. 

4. Why then have you shown 
me so much respect ? 

B. The religion of Jesus 
teaches me to be kind to all my 
fellow men, and to do good to 
all asi have opportunity. Hf 
you are an unbeliever, your sit- 
uation should excite my com- 
passion, and rot my resentment. 
As you have introdueed the 
subject, permit me, sir, to ask, 
what have been your principal 
objections against Christianity ? 

A. Many things at different 
times have had influence to lead 
me to doubt, whether the Chris- 
tian religion could be from God. 
But, to be frank, no other thing 
has had so much influence on 
my mind as the conduct of some 
professed Christians, and in 
particular the conduct of the 
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Clergy. Iam aware that there 
are many amiable characters 
among the ministers of religion. 
But when I fook into ecelesias- 
tical history, and observe the 


pride, the profligacy, the intol- 


erance and the intrigues of the 
papal Clergy, I exelaim, Can 
these be ministers of a religion 
which God approves! When i 
read the history of protestants, 
I find much of the intolerant 
spirit in the clergy of different 
seets one towards another: And, 


_ sir, in our own times and in onr 


own country, what sheeking de- 
nunciations and revilings of one 
sect against another, do we 
hear and read from the pulpit 
and the press ! If I may believe 
that different seets of Christians 
areas bad as they represent 
each other to be, neither infidels 
nor pagans ean be worse thar 
Christians ! In view of these 
things I say to myself, God pre- 
serve me from embracing a re-— 
ligion, which will dispose me 
to such a course of conduct ! 

B. I lament, sir, that there is 
so much ground for your severe 
remarks; But I eannot admit 
your conclusions ; nor allow 
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226 Dialogue on 
that the misconduct ef profess- 
ed Christians is any valid evi- 
dence against the truth or the 
utility of the Christian religion. 
You have probably read the 
history and the precepts. of the 
Messiah ; have you not ? 

A. I have, sir, repeatedly. 

B. Did you find any thing in 
his example or his precepts to 
justify the eonduect of which 
you complain ? 

A. Not any thing. 

B. You chautved that you 
were aware, that many Chris- 
tians and ministers of our reli- 
gion are of an amiable charae- 


ter. These, it may be presum- 
ed, do not indulge the spirit 


which has excited your doubts 
and your indignation. ‘These 
amiable persons are not only 
serious and devout, but of a 
meek, charitable and benignant 
character 5 they pay some re- 
spect to the precepts of Jesus, 
“* Judge not, that ye be not judg- 
ed,” and “as ye would that 
men should do unto you, do ye 
even the same unto them.” 

A. Such indeed, is the char- 
acter which I eall amiable, and 
I willingly own that many such 
are to be found among the dif- 
ferent sects of Christians ; but 
in every sect I see many of an 
opposite character. 

B. Will you be pleased to 
iell me, whieh, in your opinion, 
of these opposite classes of pro- 
fessed Christians, pay the most 
regard to the example and in- 
structions of Jesus Christ, — 
those whom you eall amiable, 
or those whose conduct you 
have reprobated ? 

- /l. The former unquestiona- 
bly. 

B. Is it then reasonable for 
you to reproach Christianity 
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with the faults of those wie 
walk contrary to the spirit of 
the religion which they profess ? 
Why may you not as reasona- 
bly reproach the laws of the 
state, as justifying drunkenness, 
profane swearing, lying and 
theft, because some who profess 
to be good subjects, and some 
who have filled publie offices, 
have been guilty of such viees ? 
‘To judge correctly of the laws 
of the state, you should eonsid- 
er what they furbid and what 
they require, and what would 
be their elteets if duly regarded. 
In the same manner you should 
judge of the spirit of Christian- 
ity. 

“A. There seems to be weight 
in your observations; but I 
must tell you, that I have e seen 
not a little of the intolerant 
and censorious spirit in those 
who limit true religion to their 
own sect, and who would think 
it very wicked for any person 
to question their piety. 

B. This may be true: but. 
you are aware that the gospel 
does not flatter those who 
“trust in themselves that they 
are o> ge and despise 
others.” Besides, you have so 
much acquaintance with human 
nature as to be sensible, that 
the best of men are liable to be 
led astray by prejudices, and 
that injurious pr epossessions are 
often excited by incorrect re- 
ports, or malignant slanders. 
In how many instanees has 
personal acquaintance totally 
changed the opinions yau had 
previously formed of individuals, 
by false information or injuri- 
ous suggestions and surmises. 
I indeed disapprove the spirit 
of invective and denunciation. 
which so often appears in our 































Dialogue on 
pulpits. But ministers are but 
men, and good ministers are 


aut fallible men. ‘They have 
their failings ; and the fault of 
which we are speaking, is per- 
haps one of the most common 
and most pernicious of all to 
he found in sood people. It in- 
veed appears peculiarly odious 
ina messenger of divine merey ; 
yet in many instances it would 
probably be more just to impute 
such cenduet to imprudence, 
misapprehension, and misinfor- 
mation. than to a temper habit- 
ually malignant and anti-chris- 
‘lan. 

A. It’ is to be expected that 
Christian ministers will apolo- 
gize one for another. Isee you 
are inelined to apologize for 
conduct which you cannot ap- 
prove. But I know of some 
who are very far from apolo- 
sizing for any supposed mis- 
conduet in you, and who eonsid- 
er your candour as little better 
than my infidelity. 

B. lam aware that I have 
many imperfections, and per- 
haps others see imperfections 
inme whieh I do not discover. 
Jam most happy when T am 
most disposed to accaunt for the 
injurious conduct of others to- 
wards me, on some other greund 
than malignity of heart. I 
know IL have need of the ean- 
dour of my fellow men; and I 
have observed that in general 
those persons who show but lit- 
tle eandgqur towards such as 
dissent from them, have great 
need of the eandour ofall. I 
have seldom seeu any minister 
who appeared to me more can- 
did and liberal than the Lord 
Jesus. Suppose, sir, that all 
the ministers of the gospel and 
all private Christians, should 
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conform to the precepts and the 
examples of Jesus, and display 
that meek and benevolent spirit 
which he manifested, and which 
he enjoined ; what would be the 
inflnence of Christianity on the 
state of society >? Would it be 
friendly to happiness ? or would 
it be pernicious ? 

. I cannot deny that the in- 
fluenee would be fayourable to 
happiness, if all who profess the 
Christian religion were of the 
temper of Jesus ; but they are 
not so, nor do | see any pros- 
pect that such will ever be the 
case. We must judge of the 
value of Christianity by what 
actually exists, and not by sup- 
posing a case which never was, 
and never wiil be. 

B. But, sir, may we not safe- 
ly pronounce a law to he good, 
as soon as we are convineed that 
conformity to it must conduce 
to the happiness of society ? 
May not a preseribed medicine 
be pronouneed very good, which 
has cured thousands, and has in 
no imstance failed, when the 
preseription has been duly re- 
garded ? May we safely eon- 
clude that a law is bad, because 
it is of no use to transgressers > 
May we reasonably reject a 
medicine as useless, because it 
has cured only those a0 have 
earefully received it ? be- 
cause those remain Prete who 
have refused it, when kindly of- 
fered 2 Should a medicine be 
now offered to you, with evi- 
dence that it had been used ina 
multitude of similar cases, and 
that it had failed in no instanee 
when duly received by the pa- 
tient,—would you reject it, be- 
cause many had died, who 


through prejudice rejected the. 
remedy ? 











228 Dialogue on 

A. I think T should not. 

B. if 1 mistake not your sev- 
eral concessions have brought 
us to this ground ; that Chris- 
tianity has been a benefit toe 
those who have conformed to it 
in spirit and in truth; that it 
would eonduce to the "general 
happiness of society, even in 
the present life, if all would 
truly obey its instructions : 
Why then should you doubt its 
utility even if there were no 
hereafter? But, my friend, the 
gospel, if true, reveals a world 
to come ; it brings life and im- 
mortality to light : ; it offers eter- 
nal life and blessedness to all 
who will become the humble 
followers of Jesus. It is, my 
dear sir, at least possible that 
the gospel is true, and that 
those who reject its blessings 
will be punished. 

4. I dare not deny the possi- 
bility that the gospel is true, 
and sometimes I have almost~ 
wished myself a humble and 
pious Christian. My present 
bodily disease may terminate 
my existence on earth, and the 
thoughts of immortality, uneon- 
nected with bliss, is iusupport- 
able. My prejudices against 
Christianity may not have been 
so well founded, as I have sup- 
posed. FT am convineed that I 
have unduly relied on the faults 
of Christians, as an exeuse for 
rejecting the religion they pro- 
fess. It would “perhaps have 
been happy for me, as well as 
for them, had they been more 
kind and tender one towards 
another. But I plainly see that 
their faults are not to be imput- 
ed to the example or the instrue- 
tions of their Messiah : nor can 
their faults be admitted as an 
apology fer my unbelief; for I 
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have often reproached sucls 
professors, as walking contrary 
to their profession, and as but 
hypocrites, in pretending to be 
followers of their supposed Sav- 
iour. But, sir, whatever 1 may 
have said against Christians, or 
against the Clergy, I have never 
dared to reproach t the charav- 
ter of Jesus ; the very thoughts 
of so doing has often filled my 
mind with dismay. My eon- 
science has dictated to me, that 
if any of mankind will be happy 
in a future world, those must be 
of the number, who have the 
most of the temper which he 
displayed. ‘The purity and be- 
nignity of his character, have of- 
ten excited my admiration. I 
have been struek with his tem. 
per while on trial,and on the 
cross; in contrast with the 
spirit of the Jewish priests. 
While they reviled him in his 
agonies, he prayed, “ Father 
forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” 1 think I 
should now feel more safe and 
more happy, if I were more like 
him. And if he be really God's 
Messiah, ! hope IL shall be a 
convert to his religion before I 
leave the world. 

E. Wow, sir, could you re- 
main an unbeliever with such 
views of the Messiah’s eharae- 
ter ? He was either a vile im- 
postor, or he and his religion 
were from heaven. Purity “and 
falsehood are incompatible with 
each other. If he were not a 
liar, or self-deceived, he was 
sent by Jehovah for the refor- 
mation and salvation of sinful 
men. ‘To this he abundantly 
testified, and this testimony he 
sealed with his bleod ; and al! 
this without any conceivable 
metive, if he knew the testimo- 








ny to be false. If he were de- 
juded or self-deeeived, God must 
be eoncerned in the delusion ; 
for no one can do such miracles 
as were done by Jesus except 
God be with him. It would, sir, 
give me great pleasure, to see 
all your doubts removed, and 
your soul rejoicing in Jesus, as 
the way, the truth and the life. 
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A. I thank you, sir, for all 
the tokens of your regard for 
me, Your company is net un- 
pleasant, but on account of my 
weakness, it will perhaps be 
prudent to discontinue the con- 
yersation. Ll wish you to pray 
with me before you retire, and 
to visit me again as soon as it 
may be convenient. 


~~ 


A LITERARY EXTRACT. 


Tue following passage is 
taken from the Introduction to 
the New Testament by J. D. 
Michaelis. ‘The writer was a 
professed trinitarian. After 
showing that some of the an- 
cicnts who have been denomi- 
nated heretics, were guilty of 
corrupting the sacred writings, 
he makes this candid conces- 
sion : : 

“"Fhough no advocate for 
heresy, l candidly confess that 
the orthodox themselves have 
been guilty of the charge, which 
they have laid to others ; nor 
do I confine this assertion to 
those who have assumed the 
title without deserving it, but 
extend it even to such as have 
taught the pure and genuine 
doctrines of the Bible. The 
hope of aequiring an additional 
proof of some established dec- 
trine, or of depriving an adver- 
sary of some argument in his 
favour, may seduce even a true 
believer to the commission of a 

ious fraud : or blinded by pre- 
judice, and bound by the fetters 
of a theological system, he finds 
his favourite doetrine in every 
Jine ; he expounds, therefore,” 
not by reason, but by system ; 
his explanations acquire the 
form of marginal notes, and 


these marginal notes are, at 
length obtruded on the text. 
The words wot o tis, Mark 
Xiil. 32, were thought to afford 
an argument against the Divin- 
ity of Christ. Ambrose, there- 
fore, was of opinion that they 
ought to be erased, and says 
that they were omitted in the 
old Greek manuscripts. I will 
not positively aflirm-that Am- 
brose was guilty of a falsehood, 
but this, at least, is certain, that 
no manuscript exists at present 
in which they are not found. 
But admitting the pious father 
to have spoken the truth, and 
that he had actually a copy of a 
Greek manuseript in which the 
words were omitted, it is natur- 
al to attribute the omission to 
the same motives as_ those by 
which be was actuated himself. 
The late Heumann, whose or- 
thodoxy respecting the Divinit 
of Christ was never called in 
question, was of the same opin- 
ion with Ambrose, and was dis- 
posed to banish this passage 
from the text, in opposition to 
the unanimons testimony of the 
Greek manuscripts. 

Nor have these wilful eor- 
ruptions been confined to the 
Greek original, for we may al- 
lege an undeniable instance of 
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Prayer urged, and 


the same unwarrantable liberty, 
that has been taken with Lu- 
ther’s German translation. 
‘That great reformer of our re- 
ligion, being persuaded that the 
well-known. passage in the first 
Epistle of St. John, chapter v. 
™, was not authentic, refused it 
a place in his translation of the 
Bible ; and in the preface to 
his last edition protested solemn- 
ly against it, requesting those 
who were of a different opinion 
to leave his writings uncorrupt- 
ed ; and rather to make a new 
translation than obirude on the 
old what he denied to he genu- 
ine. But guided by mistaken 
zeal in support of orthodox 





Objections answered. 


opinions, the divines of Germa- 
ny, long after the death of Lu- 
ther, inserted this spurious pas- 
sage, and yet retained the name 
of * Luther's version’ on the ti- 
tle. ven had the passage been 
genuine, it would be still a eor- 
ruption of the text of Luther ; 

but since it is infallibly spuri- 
ous, the authors af the interpe- 
lation are without exeuse. ‘The 
orthodox then may learn to 
have eharity for their brethren, 
and be cautious of aceusing 
those who differ in sentiment, 

since the charge, that is laid to 
their opponents, recoils too of- 
ten on themselves.”—JMarsh’s 
#ranslation, vol. 1, p. 326-7-8. 


EE a 


PRAYER URGED, AND OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


Prayer isaduty explicitly 
enjoined and abundantly encour- 
aged in the saered Oracles ; yet 
we have reason to Relieve: that 
it is greatly negleeted or inde- 
vontly performed by @ large 
portion of almost every saciety. 
Among those who negleet the 
duty, or seldom perform itina 
devout manner, we fear that 
too many may he found who 
have professed to be followers 
of Christ. But when we eon- 
sider that we have both the pre- 
cepts and the examples of our 
Saviour to enferee the duty, it 
is difficult to eonjecture how a 
person who neglects prayer, can 

yorsnade himself that he is a 
diseiple of Christ. For noth- 
ing short of possessing his tem- 
per, obeying his injunetions, 
and conforming to his examples, 
ean entitle any one to the name 
of a follower of the Lord Jesus. 

Very few will deny that it is 
the duty of ministers and pro- 


fessors of religion to eall on the 
name of the Leet, But what 
reason ean be given why they 
should pray, which will not ia:- 
ply that the duiy is equal!s 
binding on others ? Are minis- 
ters aad professors of religion 
more dependent on God ‘and 
more needy of divine favours 
than «ther people ? if not, why 
should they pray and others be 
excused ? Will you say that 
they are bound by their profes- 
sion to set this good example P 
Of what use ean be their exam- 
ple, if it be not for imitation P 
‘he very object of example is 
to influence the minds of others ; 
and if ministers and professors 
are bound to he examples to 
others in respect to the duty of 
prayer, it will follow that others 
are bound to imitate this good 
example. 

It is indeed a part of the offi- 
cial duty of ministers to pray ; 
and it is equally their duty ta 









urge their hearers to pray. 
But how can it be the duty of a 
minister to urge his hearers to 
pray, if the hearers have any 
reasonable exeuse for neglect- 
ing the duty ? It will hence ap- 
pear that hearers of the gos- 
pel are as really under obliga- 
tion to pray, as their :ninisters ; 
and that this is as true of non- 
professors, as of those who pro- 
fess religion. If nonprofessors 
ean live without dependence on 
God ; ifthey have no need of 
his help or merey, they may be 
exeused in neglecting to pray, 
hut not otherwise. ‘The obliga- 
‘tions of men to pray result from 
their dependence on God, and 
his requirements, and not from 
their professions. Yet, how per- 
feetly easy are many people in 
the negleet of this duty, while 
they view it as essential to the 
cliaraeter of a Christian! What 
lamentable blindness ! Do they 
expect that God will provide 
for them a different way to 
heaven, than that, which he has 
prescribed for professors of re- 
ligion ? Or on what ground do 
they feel justified in casting off 
fear, restraining prayer, and 
living as without God in the 
world ? 

But how is the duty of prayer 
to be performed ? We should 
approach our God with rever- 
enee, and come as obedient chil- 
dren toa kind Father, wao is 

able and willing to help us. As 
we have been sinners, we should 
pray with a contrite, confessing 
temper, and plead for mercy 
through that Mediator, in whom 
God is well pleased. We 
should come to God with a 
grateful sense of the unnumber- 
ed mercies we have received, 
aud thankfully acknowledge the 
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divine benignity. We should 
pray ina persevering manner 
and with humble faith in Ged, 
asa gracious rewarder of all 
who truly call on his name. 

He that cometh to God in an 
acceptable manner, must not 
only believe that he is, but that 
he is a rewarder of all who dil- 
igently seek him, Without such 
faith it is impossible to please 
God in our prayers. But in 
this particular it is feared that 
many are deficient in their ap- 
proaches to God. On the same 
ground perhaps multitades neg- 
leet to pray at all; that is, 
they do not really believe that 
God is a rewarder of them, who 
diligently seek him. ‘The want 
of this faith may account not 
only for the neglect of prayer 
in some instances, and the eceld, 
formal manner in which it is 
performed in others; but also 
for the want of obvious answers 
to prayer. If men will not be- 
lieve that God is disposed to 
reward those, whe diligently 
seek him, it is but reasonable 
that they should be treated ac- 
cording to their unbelief, aud 
sent away empty. 

Many things may have con- 
curred to produce in some men 
under the light ofthe gospel 
this deplorable unbelief; but. 
perhaps, no one thing has had 
more influence than ihe ineor- 
rect views, which have been en- 
tertained of the immutability of 
God and his divine purpose. 
Is it not a fact, that many peo- 
ple have no heart to pray, from 
an apprebension, that the im- 
mutability of the divine purpose 
is such, that prayer ean be of 
no avail ? Do they not in heart 
say, “If God be determined to 
bestow the favours which we 
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need, we shall have them, 


whether we pray or not; but if 


his determination be not to be- 
stow the favours, prayer must 
be unavailing. With such 
views and feelings men will not 
believe that God is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek 
him. Of course, they will 
either neglect to pray, or pray 
in a manner offensive to God. 

If this stumbling block should 
be fairly removed out of the 
way, great serviee will be done 
to the cause of religion ; this, 
therefore, wiil be attempted. 

It is not, however, for me to 
deny the perfection, the immu- 
tability, or the unlimited extent 
of the divine purpose ; but it 
will be my aim to show that, 
this very purpose affords ground 
to believe that, God is a reward- 
er of them that diligently seek 
him. 

If there be any sincerity in 
God, there is nothing seeret im- 
plied in his purpose, which is 
inconsistent with what he has 
revealed ; and to suppose that 
he is destitate of sincerity, 
would be impious. What, then, 
is God’s revealed purpose in re- 
gard to prayer ? 

God has made himself known 
‘ous as the “ Father of lights, 
from whom cometh down every 
good and perfect gift.” He has 
revealed himself as a prayer 
hearing and a prayer reward- 
ing Ged ; and one, who in an 
eminent “degree possesses the 
heart of a kind Father. He 
has positively commanded the 
duty, and he has graciously 
promised to bestow favours in 
answer (to prayer. Let us 
hearken to the imstructions he 


has given us by his beloved Son. 
% Ask, and it shall be given 
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unto you ; seek, and ye shail 
find ; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: For every one 
that asketh, reeeiveth ; and he 
that seeketh, findeth, and te 
him that knocketh, it shall be 
opened.” ‘ What man is there 
among you, who, if his son shall 
ask bread, will give him a stone ? 
of if he aska fish, will give 
him a serpent ? If ye, then, be- 
ing evil, know how to give good 
gifts unte your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly 
Father give good things to 
them that ask him >?” 

By the parable ef the Phari- 
see and Publican, our Saviour 
taught the importance of humil- 
ity and contrition in our ad- 
dresses to God. By the para- 
ble of the widow and judge, he 
taught importunity, and perse- 
verance in prayer. By the 
form of prayer which he gave 
to his disciples, and by his own 
constancy and perseveranee in 
prayer, he ereouraged and en- 
forced the duty. We have also 
for our encouragement the pre- 
cepts and examples of inspired 
prophets and apostles ; and re- 
cords of many remarkable in- 
stanees in which God gracious- 
ly bestowed favours in answer 
to prayer. Sueh is the revela- 
tion which God hath made of 
his purpose, as it respeets this 
duty. 

We may now take into view 
the iinmutability of the divine 
nature and council, and the re- 
sult will be this—That Ged is 
immutably deterniined to be a re- 
warder of those, who diligentiy 
seek him. 

How houndless, and hew un- 
changeable, then, is the encour- 

nent to call upon God! 
His heart is love; his under 














standing is infinite ; his arm is 
almighty; and by an immuta- 
ble purpose he has determined 
to reward all who humbly and 
diligently seek for merey. Is it 
possible to conceive of any 
ground on which the encourage- 
ment to pray could be greater ? 
But the objector may ask— 
Shall we not be sure to have 
precisely the same favours if 
we negleet to pray, that we 
have aright to expect in answer 
to prayer ? ‘To this question we 
may safely answer, No: and 
you might with the same pro- 
priety ask the following ques- 
tions—* Shall I not be sure to 
have the same quantity of corn 
whether I plant, or neglect to 
plant P Shall I not live as long, 
enjoy as good health, and as 
much coinfort, if I neglect eat- 
ing and drinking, as if 1 eat and 
drink ?” 

The perfect and immutable 
purpose of God, has the same 
relation to our spiritual and 
eternal welfare, that it has to 
our temporal and worldly con- 
cerns. In both cases it ap- 
points means and establishes 
their use. 

Indeed we have greater en- 
couragement to pray and to use 
means for our salvation, than 
we have respecting our tempo- 
ral welfare. We may cultivate 
the ground in the best manner, 
we may plant and sow the best 
seed, and we may humbly pray 
for God’s blessing on our en- 
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deavours for acrop. Yet, for 
wise reasons he may send a 
drought, a hailstorm or a frost, 
and destroy our erops; and 
then answer our prayers in sanc- 
tifying the calamity to our spir- 
itual advantage. But if we 
attend diligently to the means 
of salvation, and humbly pray 
for the divine blessing, neither 
drought, nor hailstorm, nor 
frost, nor any other calamity, 
will prevent our enjoying the 
fruit of our labours, in the sal- 
vation of our souls, 

But the objector will ask a- 
gain—Am I net so dependent 
on God that] can do nothing 
without his aid ? 

Yes ; you are a dependent 
being ; you need God’s assis- 
tance and blessing in regard to 
all the means for the attain- 
ment of eternal life. And you 
are in the same manner and in 
the same degree dependent ia 
respect to all the means you 
use fo obtain your daily bread, 
and to prolong your life in this 
world ; for in both cases you 
are entirely dependent. With- 
out God you can do nothing, 
and without his blessing on the 
means, all your efforts will be 
in vain. 

Why then do you not feel 
discouraged as to using means 
for the support of your bodies, 
and lie down and die? This 
would be perfectly consistent 
with your negleet of prayer, 
and other means of salvation. 


JUSTIFICATION. 
-Are believers justified solely by the righteousness of Christ and the 
merits of his blood ? 


Ir has often been affirmed on the ground of our Saviour’s 
that believers are justified solely righteousness and the merit of 
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his sufferings. This, like many 
other propositions, may be 
either true or false, according 
to the meaning which is given 
to the words. If no more be 
intended than that the obedi- 
ence and sufferings of the Sav- 
iour were essential to our par- 
don and salvation, and that 
there is no other name given 
under heaven whereby we must 
be saved but the name of Jesus, 
I see no objection to the doc- 
trine. But if it be intended 
that, in bestowing pardon and 
salvation, God has no regard to 
the moral character of the be- 
liever, or his personal qualifica- 
tions, the doctrine is, in my 
opinion, repugnant to the gos- 
pel, dishonorary to God, and of 
the most dangerous tendency. 

When a particular event de- 
pends for its existence on a 
number or series of antecedent 
causes. or events, each anteced- 
ent in the train may be said to 
be essential to the final result. 

But to say of either of the an- 
teeedents that the final event 
depended solely on that, mean- 
ing thereby to exelude the im- 

ortance of other antecedents, 
is highly improper. 

The preservation of the fam- 
ily of Jacob, in a time of dis- 
tressing famine, depended on 
many antecedent events. The 
piety, obedience and sufferings 
of Joseph, were essential to the 
temporal salvation, not only of 
his father’s family, but of a 
multitude of others. But not- 
withstanding the provision 
which God made by sending 
Joseph into Egypt, and subject- 
ing him to a series of trials and 
sufferings, it was essential that 
Jacob and his family should 
comply with the invitation of 
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Joseph ; and their safety as re- 
ally depended on their own «- 
ertions to go down into Egypt, 
as on the provision which God 
had made by the fidelity and 
sufferings of Joseph. Had they 
despised the invitation, or re- 
fused to comply with it, they 
would have been as liable to 
perish, as if no provision had 
been made. 

The love or mercy of God is 
the primary antecedent in that 
series of events which resulted 
in the preservation of Jaeob’s 
family. It is so in that series 
which results in the salvation of 
those who obey the gospel. To 
this all the suceeeding train 
may betraced. The gift of his 
Son, all that his Son did and 
suffered, the means and instru- 
ments employed for the reform- 
ation of the sinner, the influence 
of the spirit of God which gives 
efficacy to means, and the con- 
sequent reconciliation and obedi- 
ence of the returning sinner— 
all these have their origin in 
the love of God, and they are 
all antecedents to the pardon 
and salvation of the believer in 
Jesus. 

It is very clear from the 
scriptures that we have redemp- 
tion, the forgiveness of sins, and 
the blessings of eternal life 
through the obedience and the 
blood of Christ. But I eannot 
find that the gospel any where 
teaches us, that God has no 
respect to the moral character 
of the believer in bestowing 
pardon and salvation. 

We are indeed said to be jus- 
tified by faith ; but it is “ with 
the heart that man believeth 
unto righteousness.’ ‘That 
faith which is saving “ worketh 
by love ;” and “ faith without 





works is dead.” The faith in 
Christ, which insures pardon 
through his blood, insures obe- 
dience to his commands. It is 
not a belief that we shall be ac- 
cepted as righteous on account 
ef his righteousness, without 
respect to our personal conform- 
ity to his preeepts and exam- 
ples ; but it is a confidence in 
him, which disposes us to deny 
ourselves, to take up the cross, 
and to beeome his practical fol- 
lowers. Such a faith is saving, 
because the grace of God has 
connected salvation with such 
obedience ; and not because the 
righteousness of Christ is a sub- 
stitute for what the gospel itself 
requires of us. 

Although much is said in the 
New testament of the love of 
God in giving bis Son, and of 
the love of Christ in giving 
himself, his life, as a ransom 
for us; yet in the accounts we 
have of the process of the final 
judgement, there is no intima- 
tion that any one will be “ ac- 
eepted as righteous, only for the 
righteousness of Christ imputed 
tohim.” But, on the contrary, 
we are assured again and again 
that every one shall be reward- 
ed according to his own works. 
Let us impartially attend to 
the language of the gospel on 
this subjeet :—** Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father who is in 
heaven.” —Matt. vii. 24. 

“‘ Whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine and doeth them, 
Iwill liken him to a man who 

built his house upon a rock.”— 
Matt. vii. 24. 

“ And his Lord said unto him, 
Well done, thou good and faith- 
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ful servant; thou hast been 
faithful in a few things ; I will 
make thee ruler over many 
things. Enter thou imto the 
joy of thy Lord.”—Matt. xxv. 
41. 

“Then shall the king say to 
them on his right hand, Come 
ye blessed of my Father, inher- 
it the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the 
world. For I was an hungered 
and ye gave me meat; I was 
thirsty and ye gave me drink; 
I was a stranger and ye took 
me in; naked, and ye clothed 
me; I was sick and ye visited 
me; I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me—-verily, I say 
unto you, inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye did it unto me.” 
— Matt. xxv. 34—40. 

If the language of Christ in 
these passages was not uttered 
with a design to mislead his 
hearers, is it possible for an un- 
prejudiced mind to read it and 
still believe that those who obey 
the gospel are justified and say- 
ed, only on account of the right- 
eousness of Christ imputed to 
them, or without respect to their 
own characters and works ? 
Had it been the particular ob- 
jeet of Christ to state a contrast 
to this doctrine, what langua 
eould he have used better adapt- 
ed to the purpose? We will 
now attend to the language of 
his apostles on the same sub- 
ject : 

‘But after thy hardness and 
impenitent heart treasurest up 
unto thyself wrath against the. 
day of wrath and revelation of 
the righteous judgement of God ; 
who will render to every man 
according to his deeds ; to them 
who by patient continuance in 
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well doing, seek for honour, glo- 
ry and immortality—-eternal 
life. Glory, honour and peace 
to every one that worketh good, 
to the Jew first and also to the 
Gentile.”—Rom. ii. 5-10. 

‘For we must all stand be- 
fore the judgement seat of Christ, 
that every one may receive the 
things done in the body, accord- 
ing to that he hath done, wheth- 
er it be good or bad.”—2 Cor. 
v. 10. 

“And if ye call onthe Fa- 
ther, who without respect of 
persons judgeth according to 
every man’s work, pass the time 
of your sojourning here in fear.” 
—1 Pet. i. 17. 

*¢ All the churches shall know 
that I am he who searcheth the 
reins and the heart, and J will 
give unto every one of you -ac- 
cording to your works.”’—Rey. 
ii. 23. 

“And the dead were judged 
out of the things witten in the 
books according to their works.” 
—Rev. xx. 12. 

Such is the unequivocal lan- 
guage of the New Testament 
respecting the ground, on which 
mankind will be either aequit- 
ted and blessed, or condemned 
and punished. If J understand 
the gospel in respect to every 
man’s being rewarded according 
to hisown works, the meaning 
is this :—that those, who truly 
repent of their sins and become 
the followers of Christ, walk- 
ing in conformity to his com- 
mands, will through his media- 
tion receive a full pardon for all 
their sins, and a gracious re- 
ward according to the measure 
ef their obedience. On the con- 


trary, that those, who shall con- 
tinue to reject the mercy offered 
in the gospel, will be punished 
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according to the measure of 
their impiety, ingratitude and 
wickedness. 

if the doctrine were true that 
believers are to be pardoned and 
saved by the imputation or 
transfer of the righteousness of 
Christ, why were he and bis 
apostles entirely silent on this 
point inthe accounts they gave 
of the retributions of the great 
day ? Is it not perfectly inered- 
ible that this opinion should be 
correct, and of the first impor- 
tance as an article of faith, 
while it is a fact that our Say- 
iour and his apostles so uni- 
formly expressed an opposite 
idea when speaking on the snb- 
ject of final retribution ? Let 
one of the passages which have 
been quoted be changed so as to 
comport with this doctrine, and 
see how it will read :-— 

“ Then shall the king say to 
them on his right hand, Come 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the 
world ; For “ your’ justifica- 
tion is an act of God’s free grace 
wherein he pardoneth all your 
sins and accepteth you as right- 
eous in his sight, only for my 
righteousness imputed to you 
and received by faith alone.” 

What a paraphrase of our 
Saviour’s language ! or rather, 
What a perversion of his doe- 
trine ! Yet a denial of this anti- 
scriptural idea of imputation is 
regarded as heresy by the Synod 
of Philadelphia ; and it is one 
of the supposed errors for which 
our Hopkinsian brethren have 
been denounced as hereties ! 

Whatever influence the ehar- 
acter, the righteousness, or the 
sufferings of Christ may be re- 
garded as having in procuring 








our pardon and salvatiou, or as 
the medium of divine mercy to 
sinful men, it is very evident 
that believers are not to be judg- 
ed aceording to his works, but 
according to their own. Our 
repentance and persevering obe- 
dience is therefore as essential 
to our salvation as they would 
have been, had they been made 
the conditions of life without 
apy reference to what Christ 
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has done or suffered. In what- 
ever way the pardon aud salva- 
tion of a sinner are effected, the 
blessings must be of free grace. 
As God hath chosen to display 
his merey through the obedience 
and sufferings of his Son, it be- 
hoves us to acquiesce in his 
wisdom, adore his love, and by 
cordial obedience to the precepts 
of Jesus Christ, to honour the 
Father who sent him. 


Rewer 


HISTORICAL FRAGMENTS. 


CHAP. fl. 


“ Tue disputes in Holland 
between the Calvinists and Ar- 
minians, upen the five points re- 
lating to election, redemption, 
original sin, effectual grace, and 
perseverance, rose to such a 
height as obliged the States- 
General to have recourse toa 
national synod, which was con- 
vened at Wort, Nov. 13, 1648. 
Each party had loaded the 
other with reproaches, and in 
the warmth of dispute charged 
their opinions with the most in- 
vidious consequences, insomuch 
that all good neighbourhood was 
lost, the pulpits were filled with 
angry disputes, and as each 
party prevailed the other were 
turned out of the churches. 
The magistrates were no less 
divided than the ministers, one 
city and town being ready to 
take up arms against another.” 
—History of the Puritans, vol. 
ii. p. 129. 

* The five points of difference 
between the Calvinists and Ar- 
minians, after a long hearing, 
were decided in favour of the 
former. After which the re- 


monstrant, (i. e. Arminian,) 
ministers were dismissed the as- 
sembly and banished the coun- 
try within a limited time, ex- 
cept they submitted to the new 
confession.” —ib. p. 133. 

“The puritan or parliament 
elergy were zealous Calvinists, 
and having been prohibited for 
some years from preaching a- 
gainst Arminians, they now 
pointed all theirartillery against 
them, insisting upon little else 
in their sermons but the doe- 
trines of predestination, justifi- 
cation by faith alone, salvation 
by free grace, and the inability 
of man to do that which is good. 
The duties of the seeond table 
were too much neglected ; frem 
a strong aversion to Arminian- 
ism these divines unhappily 
made way for Antinomianism, 
diverging from one extreme to 
another, till at length some of 
the weaker sort were left in the 
wild mazes of enthusiastic 
dreams and visions, and others 
from false principles pretended 
to justify the hidden works of 
dishonesty.”—ib. 683. 
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REMARKS. 
As Mr. Neal, the writer of 
these paragraphs, was himself 
a Calvinist, and an advoeate 
for the Puritans, we have no 
reason to question the correet- 
uess of these Fragments. ‘Lhe 
latter paragraph relates to the 
state of things in England in 
the time of Charles 1. and at 
the commencement of the civil 
war between the king and the 
parliament. Prior to the war, 
by the influence of Archbishop 
Laud, the Puritans were op- 
pressed and persecuted, and 
forbidden to preach on the dis- 
puted points. Whenthe civil 
war commeneed, they adhered 
to the parliament and were at 
liberty to retaliate the wrongs 
ef which they had complained ; 
nor were they backward to do 
it. ‘They now pointed all 
their artillery against” the Ar- 
minians. ‘Withall their good- 
ness,” says the historian, “* they 
were unacquainted with the 
rights of conscience ; and when 
they got the spiritual sword 
inte their hands managed it 
very little better than their pre- 
decessors, the bishops.” 

In that age war and persecu- 
tion were both deemed lawful 
and heouourable, and much of 
the preaching of the elergy was 
better adapted to fill the land 
with violence and bloodshed, 
than to promote peace and love. 
The controversies among the 
clergy of different sects, were 
managed in a manner which 
tended to blind their own eyes 
and the eyes ef others, and to 
prevent aclear diseovery of the 
eontrast between the spirit of 
Christ and the spirit of war. 
Of eourse the worst customs 
and the worst passions, which 
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ever existed among men, were 
regarded as consistent with that 
** wisdom which is from above.” 

The influence of the clergy 
at that period was very great. 
Had they elearly understood 
the nature of the Christian re- 
ligion, and had they employed 
their influence in restraining the 
passions of men and cultivating 
the spirit of love, forbearance 
and peace, they might unques- 
tionably have prevented the 
crimes, the desolations and the 
horrors of the civil war. But, 
instead of pursuing the eourse 
which beeame them as ministers 
of the Prince of peace. they 
speut their time in ungodly con- 
tentions about doctrines and 
ceremonies. Such was the spir- 
it by which they were governed 
in these controversies, that we 
have little reason to wonder 
that they thought they were 
doing God service in blowing 
the flames of eivil war and in 
praying for the sueeess of the 
urmies in their attempts to mur- 
der one another. 

What a shocking description 
has Mr. Neal given of the 
preaching, even of the Puritan 
clergy, at atime when armies 
of their brethren were colleeting 
to embrue their hands in eaeh 
others blood, and to spread hav- 
ock and desolation through the 
Jand—* insisting upon little else 
in their sermons, but the doe- 
trines of predestination, justifi- 
eation by faith alone, salvation 
by free grace, and the inability 
of man to do that which is 
good !”-How much better it 
would have been had they spent 
all their time in reading to the 
people the sermon delivered by 
our Saviour on the mount. 
Why did they not say to their 








hlood-thirsty hearers as our 
Lord said to James and John, 
** Ve know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of. For the son 
of man came not te destroy 
men’s lives but to save them.” 

* The duties of the second 
table,” says Mr. Neal, “ were 
too much neglected.” This 
might have been safely inferred 
if he had not stated the faet ; 
for such always is the ease with 
ministers, both in their preach- 
ing and their practice, when 
they are influenced by party 
passions and disposed to “ point 
all their artillery against” those 
who dissent from their creed. 
“ "The duties of the second ta- 
ble,” however, were the very 
things which the ministers of 
religion should have urged, 
when they saw their brethren 
arming for mutual slaughter. 
* By this, said the Saviour, 
shall al! men know that ye are 
my disciples, * ye have love 
one to another.” “But mutual 
love never arms men for mutual 
murder. 

Is there not then mreh reason 
to believe that a great portion 
of the blood which has been 
shed in Christendom will \e re- 
quired at the hands of the der- 
sy ?. How often have they been 
in a direct manner the instiga. 
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tors of war! How constantly 
have many of them been em- 
ployed in angry contreversies 
by which the minds of men 
have been misled as to the na- 
ture of pure and undefiled re- 
ligion! And how commonly 
have the preeepts of the gospel 
relating to brotherly love been 
either * too much neglected” in 
preaching, or so explained and 
tortured as to admit or justily 
the very passions and crimes 
which they were intended te 
probibit—even every specics of 
ealumny and reviling, perseeu- 
tion, homicide aud war ! 

Let the ministers of religion 
of every sect, thoroughly imbibe 
and exemplify the spirit of 
Christ—let them explain his 
commands by his benevolent 
and fofbearing eonduet-—lct 
them urge conformity of heart 
and life to his precepts and ex- 
ample as the essence of the 
Christian religion—-let them 
extol no faith but that whick 
worketh by love—encourage te 
hope but that which disposes 
the pessessor to purify himself 
even as Christ is pure ;—then 
anew aspect will be given te 
the Christian religion, its vota- 
ries will cease to be man-killers 
and will be known by love one 
to another. 


hte 


ANOTHER ADMONITIO¥ TO THE EDITOR. 


To the Editor of the Christian Disciple. 


Sir—It may be gratifying to 
you to learn what reeeption 
your Miscellany has met with 
in places out of your immediate 
vicinity. You must know then 
that Iam a country clergyman, 
living at a convenient distance 
from the capital, and have tak- 


en considerable pains to make 
myself acquainted with the va- 
rious opinions which are enter- 
tained with respect to the merits 
of your work. You doubtless 
remember what a hue and ery 
were raised against it at its 
first appearance, and how muck 
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zeal was manifested by some 
very wortly persons to prevent 
its circulation. Mow, all this 
clamour is hushed. Ido not 
mean, that you or your work 
are regarded with a whit more 
indulgence than before, by any 
who have the reputation of be- 
ing rigidly orthodox. ‘They 
probably think, with what jus- 
tice time must determine, that 
so much candour and modera- 
tion will never gain much fa- 
vour ; and therefore that you 
and the work you superintend 
will never do much harm. 

In looking over one of the 
first volumes of the Christian 
Observer, a work similar in its 
spirit to the Christian Disciple, 
especially as it was conducted 
at first, | accidentally met with 
an article, which pleased me 
much, and which 1 thought 
might afford entertainment to 
some of your readers. If your 
views accord with mine, you 
will give it a place in the Dis- 
ciple. 

Ina future number I intend 
to give you some of the opin- 
ions, which your friends and 
patrons entertain of your work, 
and should be glad to be aided 
in my design by communications 
from other sources. 


“To the Editor of the Christian 
Observer. 
“Sirn—As IL presume thet 
you esteem it lawful, not orly 
to tella person of his faults, 
but also (if pessible) to feretel 


his misfortunes ; I make no 
apology for what I am going to 
address to you. 

* That I may neither torture 
your euriosity by prolixity in 
coming to the point, nor impeach 
your fortitude by an affectation 
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of delicacy, in gradually break- 
ing to you my intelligence, [ 
proceed at once to inform you, 
that, whatever you may think, 
and however your friends may 
flatter you, the Christian Ob- 
server, as it is now condueted, 
will not, cannot prosper. 

* Allow me, sir, to tell you 
that your system is radically 
wrong; and the grand error of 
it is. that you consult, not the 
prejudices of the million, but 
the judgement of the few; and 
thus, by sacrificing what is po- 
litieally expedient, to what is 
morally right, deprive your 
work of the thousand vzrious 
attractions to which the greater 
number of periodical publica- 
tions owe their fame and cireu- 
lation. 

“ But, sir, let me «ssure you, 
that an obstinate perseverance 
in your present plea must neces- 
sarily operate as a fatal imped- 
iment to the success of your 
undertaking : and I am extreme- 
ly ambitious of giving you a 
timely wacning, that you may 
consider, before it be too late, 
and wiscly amend your system. 

“ Avery absurd and preju- 
dici# circumstance in your 
scheme, is the maintenance of 
se much moderution upon all 
subjects. Now, sir, where have 
you lived, not to know, that nine 
hundred and ninety-nine people 
in a thousand hate moderation ! 

“In order to illustrate my 
position and demonstrate your 
error, I must take the liberty 
to inform you, that your moder- 
ation upon certain controverted 
points of religious doctrine, has 
displeased all the zealous parti- 
zans on both sides of the ques- 
tion. 

“ The bigot to the extremes of 








Caivinism abhots you for sup- 
posing that an Arminian is any 
thing better than a deist ; and 
the bigotted Arminian is equal- 
jy enraged with you, for not 
agrecing with him, that every 
Calvinist isa madman. The 
tigid and intolerant —high- 
chnrehman will never forgive 
you, for appearing to suppose 
that any man ean possibly he 
saved out of the pale of his own 
communion; and the dissenting 
zealot thinks fire and fagot too 
good for you, for giving sucha 
decided preference to our excel- 
lent, venerable, and apostolical 
establishment. 

“Let me also hint to you, 
that the authors, whose works 
you review, must needs he al- 
most universally dissatisfied 
with you. You, forsooth, ean- 
not tell us ofa writer’s exeel- 
Jencies without also disclosing 
his faults ; so that of wholesale 
unqualified praise,at yourhands, 
no man can now entertain any 
reasonable expectation. You 
appear to be a total stranger to 
the many happy little arts of 
eonciliating literary men, espe- 
cially to that of eelenratin 
their merits in fall-flowing 
strains of panegyric, unbroken 
by any ungrateful mention of 
errors and imperfections. —Fie 
onit! oh, fie!~You a reviewer! 

“ Deign, my good sir, to ac- 
cept a few instructions from me. 
Ido not pretend to the merit of 
inventing the expedients which 
I recommend. Qn the eontra- 
ry, | confess that L have collect- 
ed all of them from some 
one or another of the Reviews 
and Magazines, in the produc- 
tion of which, the present rich, 
happy, and learned age is so as- 
tonishingly prolifie. 
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“In the first placé it is ab- 
solutely necessary for you to 
make a decided choiee of one 
side or the other, upon every 
disputed point, especially in re- 
ligious concerns. You must 
not suppose, that (for instance) 
it is sufficient for you to sup- 
port simple Christianity apon 
the broad basis of God’s word : 
you must, if you would be read, 
if you would please and be pep- 
ular, attach yourself elosely and 
exclusively to some one peculiar 
human systems and, when you 
have done this, if you go all 
lengths with your party, eall 
your antagonists by an abun- 
dance of severe appellations, 
and hbespatter them, once a 
month, with plenty of abuse, 

ou may assure yourself. ofa 
host of readers, admirers, and 
patrons, even though you do not 
exhibit a grain of merit in any 
other instance. 

“If you should choose the 
Arminian side, you must declare, 
that “no person ever wrote 
upon the Calvinistic seheme 
like a gentleman”’—that all Cal- 
vinists are fatalists, necessita- 
rians, blockheads, idiots, mad- 
men, schismaties, and republi- 
eans. If,on the eontrary, you 
attach yourself to the Calvinis- 
tic party, you must then pro- 
nounce all Arminians to be 
poor, dull, blind creatures, who 
know nothing of the gospel, and 
are to be held, if not burnt, as 
heretics. 1 presume, sir, to give 
a these hints, as I am appre- 

rensive, that you may need 
these, and even more, in order 
to put you into the right and 
aceustomed method of exercis- 
ing, with energy, dexterity, and 
vivacity, the rhetoric of vitupe- 
ration. 
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“You must also, sir, either 
maintain, that the Dissenters 
are the only true worshippers 
of Christ ; or plainly intimate, 
that they will, one and all, be 
inevitably lost. No middle 
course will be acceptable. 

“It will not do for you to 
eleave to the church yourself, 
and, at the same time, charita- 
bly hope, that they, who may 
he edueated Dissenters, or whe, 
through ignorance and preju- 
dice, forsake the ehurch, or, 
who are placed by Providence 
in countries in which no such 
church exists, may possibly be 
saved; for, although it might 
be right, just, and Christian-like 
to do so,*it is not—mark me, 
sir—it is not politic: for there 
are certain people, who will af- 
firm, that he who allows that a 
Dissenter can possibly be the 
object of the “ covenanted mer- 
eies of God,” must inevitably 
be a thorough paced Dissenter, 
himself. Consider also that 
your mild spirit of liberal tole- 
ration, however it may concili- 
ate the respect of the pious, eon- 
acientious, and sober-minded 
Dissenter, will, however, be in- 
sufficient to satisfy or please the 
main body of separatists. To 
gratify them, you must not only 
tolerate ; but you must encour- 
age them ; nay, you must justi- 
fy their secession, and laud 
their violence against the 
church, as a holy zeal for the 
independence of man, and for 
the spirituality of religion. 

$In the conducting of your 
review, you must also attend to 
another piece of instruction, 
which is to be gathered from 
the examples of contemporary 
eritics. The main point to be 
‘considered, on your commence- 
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ment of a erilique upow any 
work, is, whether the author be 
of your party—if he be not, you 
must allow him no merit, and 
show him no merey. If he be, 
you must not impute to him one 
fault, although he may have a 
thousand ; and an_ illimitable 
scope must be given to all the 
hyperbole of praise, in order to 
accumulate every imaginable 
honour upon his head, and to 
exhibit him as a paragon of ex- 
eellence—as the monopolist of 
more than human perfections, 
and the fit and deserving object 
of universal idolatry. 

“ But I must elose this detail 
of admonitions, lest I tire your 
patience. Let me, however, 
add, as a general prin that 
conscientious impartiality and 
quiet moderation may be very 
good qualities, but they are not 
very profitable ones ; and there- 
fore, if you would thrive and 
prosper, you must make haste 
to diseard them. 

“Ifyou follow my advice, I 
shall entertain some hope of 
your growing success. But if 
you reject it, if you prefer the 
solid and temperate approbation 
of the sober-minded, to the im- 
passioned and clamorous admi- 
ration of the enthusiastic and 
impetuous—if you prefer the 
doing good, to the gaining fame ; 
and the promoting genuine pie- 
ty, to the supporting a human 
system, or the peasng a reli- 
gious party—if you refuse to 
gratify the lovers of controversy, 
by fierce contentions; or the 
admirers of slander and sar- 
easm, by bitter philippe 
in short, you are obstinately 
bent upon making no sacrifices 
to popularity; and upon pursu- 
ing peace, truth, and righteous- 








ness, at all hazards; you must 
reckon upon many a lost friend, 
and, I fear, a very contracted 
circulation: for your readers 
will soon be confined to the nar- 
row eirele of those old-fashion- 
ed Christians, who love truth 
and religion for their own sakes; 
and therefore approve and sup- 
port whoever honestly labours 
to advance them, although he 
may neither have the fortune to 
coincide with them in all their 
prejudices, nor the complaisance 
to encourage their failings, or 
flatter their foibles. 
T. D.” 


Now, Mr. Editor of the 
Christian Disciple, many of 
your friends would recommend 
to you to take up with this ad- 
viee at once. And indeed how 
can you expect to render your 
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work popular, by endeavouring, 
to bring Christians to love one 
another ? Would it not be better 
tochange your motto at once, 
Speaking the truth in love— 
whoever thinks of doing that in 
these evil days? Let him be 
anathema maranatha would be 


-vastly more appropriate, and 


vastly more acceptable too in 
the regions round about ws. 
Or, if you prefer for your mot- 
to—He that doubteth is damned ; 
or—Let him be unto thee asa 
heathen man and a publican—I 


will venture to promise you | 
that any one of them will an- 


swer your purpose exceedingl 
well; and will attract mac 
more notice, and procure you 
many more subseribers, than 
the old-fashioned Christian 
motto—Speaking the truth in 
love. LERICUS. 


eee hehe 


REFLECTIONS ON SOME PREVAILING ERRORS AND DANGERS OF 


THE CHRISTIAN WORLD 


We may be effectually con- 
vineed of that great, but hum- 
bling truth, of the imperfection 
of every thing human, not only 
by the grosser corruptions and 
sins, which the Christian finds 
reason to lament, but by the 
false judgements, excesses, or 
defeets, which mingle them- 
selves with our best and most 
important services. We are 
perpetually in danger, by a dis- 
proportionate attention to one 
favourite, or popular virtue, of 
neglecting others. While, for 
example, we are labouring, and 
as we probably imagine with an 
holy zeal, for the relief, instruc- 
tion, or salvation of our fellow- 
beings, we are very apt to over- 
look the obligations of personal 


AT THE PRESENT DAY. 


religion. In this seems to lie 
the great danger of Christians 
at the present day. It should 
be faithfully exposed, that it 
may be pe avoided. For 
this purpose we have selected 
the following extracts from a 
very able and eloquent work, 
from the pen of a clergyman in 
Ireland. Jt has very recently 
been published in London; and 
as it is _scareely known in 
this country, we think what 
is here selected will be found. 
worthy the attention of the read- 
ers of the “ Christian Disei- 
ple.” | 

“Js it not to be feared, that 
in the Christian world at the 
present day, there is more of 
outward effort than of inward 
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holiness ; that in the admirable 
zeal for works of charity, men 
are more solicitous to waft the 
sacred volume from the Ganges 
to the Mississippi, than te make 
it their eompanion, their guide, 
their own familiar friend ; and 
that, in few periods, have de- 
elared promoters and advoeates 
of Christianity seemed less in- 
clined to ** commune with their 
own hearts and be still ;” to 
“enter into their closet, and 
shut the door, and pray unto 
their Father, which seeth in se- 
eret, with a ealm and peaceful 
eonfidence, that their Father, 
which seeth in secret, will re- 
ward them openly.” 

“These are truths not to be 
maliciously proclaimed, but se- 
riously deplored. Truths,which 
instead of heaping fuel on the 
flames of controversy, should 
excite in all good men that 
Christian zeal, which, like 
Christian charity, invariably 
begins at home. In times, like 
the present, there is much to 
divert us from our own business 
and bosoms. It is therefore the 
more indispensible, that in the 
first instance, we look narrowly 
to ourselves; that we first make 
the word of God our own pecu- 
liar study ; and having felt its 
holy influence within, we pro- 
ceed wisely and affectionately to 
diffuse its holy influence around ; 
beginning with those, whom God 
and nature have committed to 
our special care ; and extend- 
ing our exertions in those quar- 
ters, where we shall be the most 
able to mark every stage of our 
procedure.” 

“It is indeed a Christian 
duty to disseminate the serip- 
tures, wherever the demand and 
preparation give room tu hope, 
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that the scriptures will be pi- 
ously and profitably used. But 
it is a superior duty, and a duty, 
no less prior in point of time, 
than superior in importance, 
that by all means in our pewer, 
by study, by reflection, by vigi- 
lance, and above all, by fervent 
prayer, we labour, through di- 
vine assistance, ourselves to be- 
come a living commentary on the 
sacred word. ‘The peace of 
God would then tranquillize 
our hearts and our minds ; 
and the tranquillity, felt 
within, would infallibly diffuse 
itself abroad. ‘There never yet 
lived a good and happy man, 
who did not communicate from 
the overflowing of his happiness 
and goodness. All other means 
of doing moral good are, at the 
very best, uncertain and equivo- 
eal. But in this course, there 
ean be neither deception nor 
disappointment. ‘There is a 
moral certainty of benefiting 
others, in addition to the home- 
felt happiness of improving our- 
selves. 

“ ‘The scriptures then, in the 
first instance, and as the foun- 
dation of all genuine zeal for 
the spiritual welfare of our 
brethren, are to be esteemed and 
valued for our personal concern. 
Whatsoever things were written 
aforetime, were written for our 
learning ; that we, through pa- 
tience and comfort of the scrip- 
tures might have hope.” 

“] acknowledge,” continues 
this admirable writer, in antic- 
ipating some objections, “ it is 
a grave charge, ‘that in few 
periods have declared promoters 
and advocates of Christianity 
seemed less inclined to commune 
with their own hearts and be 
still.” Itisa charge, 1 confesg, 























which should not be lightly 
hazarded. Yet if true, its re- 
trenchment could answer no 
good purpose ; while its main- 
tenance may have some tenden- 
cy to correct, or at least, to mit- 
igate the evil. 
Whatever may be doubtful, 
thus much is certain ; that the 
bustling and unquiet tendencies 
of the present religious world ; 
that the avidity, with which 
names are accumulated, too fre- 
quently with a total absence of 
moral discrimination, in sup- 
port of any favourite religious 
object ; that the proportionate 
negligence of unambitious, re- 
tired duties, of close communion 
with God, and of inward culti- 
vation of the mind and heart,— 
that these things have been 
deeply felt and seriously deplor- 
ed by those most favourably 
circumstanced for extensive and 
accurate enquiry ; and, on such 
a subject, least to be suspected 
of weak, or of malignant exag- 
geration For this fact I shall 
invite attention to no more than 
two authorities. ‘The late Mr. 
Ceeil,a man deservedly distin- 
guished among the “evangelical 
clergymen of the. established 
ehurch, and Messrs, Bennet and 
Bogue, in their recent history 
of Dissenters ; authorities, on 
this question, beyond all rea- 
sonable exception. Each, inti- 
mately aequainted with the reli- 
gious world ; and each intimate- 
ly conneeted with the respective 
parties, which their piety and 
candour oblige them to condemn. 
“ The religious world,” says 
Mr. Cecil, “has a great. mo- 
mentum. Money and power, in 
almost any quantity, are brought 
forth into action, when any fair 
objeet is set beforeit. Itis a 
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pendulum, that swings with pro- 
digious force. But it wants a. 
regulator. If. there is no regu- 
lating foree on it of. sufficient 
power, its motions will be so vi- 
olent and eccentric, that it will 
tear the machine to, pieces. 
And therefore, when I have any 
influence in its designs and 
schemes, 1 cannot help watch- 
ing them with extreme jealousy, 
to throw in every directing and 
regulating power, which can be 
obtained from any quarter.” 
“The religious world has many 
features, which are distressing 
to an holy man. He sees in it 
much proposal and ostentation, 
covering much surface. But 
Christianity is deep and sub- 
stantial. A man is soon enlist- 
ed ; but he is not soon made.a 
soldier. He is easily put into 
the ranks, to make a m So there; 
but he is not so easily brought 
to do the duty of the a. 
We are too much like an army 
of Asiatics. ‘They count. well 
and make a good figure ; but 
when they come into action, one 
has no flint, another has no car- 
tridge; the arms of one are 
rusty; and another has not 
learnt to handle them. This 
was not the complaint equally 
at all times. It belongs too pe- 
euliarly to the present day. 
“The closets of Christians, 
at the commencement of ‘the 
present reign, were kept. warm- 
er than those of many modern 


Christians. In these secret re- 


tirements, the elder generation 
read the scriptures, meditated, 
and prayed. with -such. effect, 
that they were entitled to retain 
with some firmness what they 
had acquired with so much dihi- 
gence. They had net so fre- 


quent social meetings in the 
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chureh as at present ; but they 
had more religion at home ; 
where, their superior knewl- 
edge of the scriptures and of 
theology, enabled them to con- 
duet devotional services to 
greater advantage. If in pub- 
lie worship the performances 
were less animated than those 
of modern preachers, there was 
more to inform the judgement, 
and to preserve the mind from 
the aberrations of falsehood and 
enthusiasm ; which too ofien 
produce a motion, like that of 
the troubled sea, whose waters 
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cast up mire and dirt. It would 
be difficult to bring Christians 
now to listen to those enlarged 
and correct statements of evan- 
gelical truth, which ministers 
were then encouraged to give. 
Nor would the exact, laboured, 
expositions of the scriptures, 
which were common at the com- 
mencement. be endured at the 
close of this period. It is, at 
present, necessary to vary, to 
embellish, to enliven publie in- 
struction, in every way, in order 
to suit the more volatile turn of 
the public mind.” 


En 


ON PUBLIC 





Ir is an important question, 
whether our public religious 
services are as interesting and 
edifying as they may be. The 
observation is often made, that 
a considerable part of our con- 
gregations, during the prayers, 
appear to be listeners rather 
than worshippers. They seem 
to imagine, that as the minister 
only speaks, so it belongs to 
him poe to pray- The ecounte- 
nanee and wandering eye betray 
an absent mind, or at least show 
that the heart takes no part in 
what is heard. 

It has been observed by those 
who have visited the eastern 
world, that the Mahometan has 
the appearance of more entire 
absorption in his worship than 
many Christians ; and we are 
sometimes told that in Catho- 
lic churches ‘a more serious at- 
tention to religious services may 
be remarked than in Protestant. 
It may be said, that in these 
eases there is more of appear- 
ance than reality, more of form 


than the heart. But from the 
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principles of our nature, a be- 
coming and reverential exterior 
has some tendency to give a 
right frame to the mind, and 
the absence of it certainly ar- 
gues a low state of religion. 
The form may exist without the 
power, but where the power of | 
godliness is felt, its signs and 
expressions will not he wanting. 

One cause of the apparent 
inattention and unconcern dur- 
ing publie prayer may be found 
in the négligence of parents. 
They: carry their children to 
church (and very properly too,) 
before they can understand or 
take an interest in what they 
hear. The effect of this early 
attendance on religious institu- 
tions is on the whole good. But 
there is danger, that children 
will carry into maturer years 
the habit of hearing both the 
prayer and the sermon without 
thought or personal application. 
As they advance into life, they 
need to be taught clearly and 
frequently the great ends of 


publie worship, that it is useful 








only as far as it engages the 
mind and the heart, that the 
minister is the voice of the con- 
gregation, and that the prayers, 
thanksgivings,and supplications 
which he utters are not only to 
enter the ears, but to be adopted, 
and, as it were, reeechoed by the 
soul ofthe hearer. It is feared, 
however, that parents take little 
pains to turn the mechanical 
attendance which their children 
first give to publie worship into 
an active, intelligent and spirit- 
ual service. Hence the slug- 
gishness and uneoncern of their 
early years go with them some- 
times to the grave. 

It is probable that a stronger 
interest iy religious services 
would be awakened by a change 
in some of our present modes of 
worship. Kneeling is the pos- 
ture in whieh prayer is offered 
by a large part of the Christian 
world, and the heart seems in 
all ages to have prompted it as 
the natural expression of the 
sentiments which are due to the 
Creator from sinful and depend- 
ent ereatures. One advantage 
of this form is, that it prevents 
that wandering of the eyes, 
which disgraces many of our 
churches, and which necessarily 
dissipates the mind. It is as- 
tonishing that, in a refined and 
polished age, a sense of decorum 
does not check this expression 
of carelessness and unconeern. 
In some churches of this coun- 
try, itis common for the wor- 
shippers to sit during. prayer, 
with the body reclining forward. 
This position prevents: the. in- 
trusion of outward objects, and 
is thus more favourable to eol- 
leetion of mind than, our,own. 

A more important method of 
intfeasing attention to religious 
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services remains to be mention- 
ed—ministers should labour to 
render them more interesting. 
It has long been complained of 
us, that we think more of the 
sermon, than the prayers ; and it 
is to be feared, that ministers, 
conforming to the general feel- 
ing, spend their strength on their 
sermons, and give comparative- 
ly little Attention to the devo- 
tional exeteises. This defect is 
too often discoverable in the 
tameness of the sentiment and 
the manner, in useless and wea- 
risome repetitions, in the absence 
of those topics and expressions 
which best awaken devout sen- 
sibility. Can we wonder that 
a congregation are inattefitive 
to a prayer, on which the 
minister seems to have employed 
no thought, which betrays a 
barren mind and an unmoved 
and unsoftened heart ? 

The interest of religious ser- 
vices is impaired not only by 
the negligence but sometimes by 
the bad taste of those who offer 
them. Sometimes instead of 
the simplicity and humility with 
whieh true devotion breathes 
itself to God, we hear flowery 
prayers, adorned with pretti- 
nesses, and wrought into 
nicely balanced sentences, as 
if prayer were a sport of fancy, 
and nut the highest and noblest 
exercise of the human soul. 
Sometimes we hear narrative 
prayers, as if God needed to he 
informed of events, and as if 
the memory rather than the af- 
fections of the hearers needed 
to be refreshed. Sometimes we 
hear doctrinal prayers, as if the 
design of this exercise were te 
teach systems of divinity, to con- 
fute heresy, and to prove that 
the offerer is sound in the faith. 
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{ have lately heard what may 
be called a logical prayer, in 
which reasons were very formal- 
ty stated for many of “re 34 
tions. Defects of this kind, of- 
ten tobe ascribed to want of 
taste and not to want of piety, 
must necessarily repress devout 
feeling. Prayer loses its appro- 
priate character, and so far fails 
of its end. 

The interest of religious exer- 
cises is often impaired by their 
excessive length. ‘T'oo lar 
demands are made on the atten- 
tion and sensibility of the hear- 
er. Even the devout grow lan- 
guid : persons of feeble consti- 
tutions are exhausted; and the 
end of the prayer is welcomed 
as a relief both to the body and 
mind. Would it not be usefal 
to diminish the length and in- 
crease the number of our devo- 
tional exercises ? And if each 
exercise were to have its appro- 
priate object, that is, to be ex- 
clusively given either to thanks- 
giving, or to confession, or to 
intereession, or to supplication, 
would not the affections be more 
powerfully excited, than by the 
tami habit of crowding all the 

ranches of devotion into a sin- 
gle prayer, and of making rapid 
transitions from one to another ? 

From the remarks which have 
now been offered on the defects 
of onr public prayers, we are 
naturally led to enquire whether 
a liturgy would not contribute 
to the interest and usefulness of 

ublic worship. It is not pro- 
posed. that a litargy should al- 
together supercede free or un- 
written prayer. Free prayer, 
as it is called, has many advan- 
tages which ought not to be 
relinquished. It admits a vari- 
ety, corresponding to the change 
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of wants and condition which 
takes place in every society; and 
it admits the expression of those 
strons feelings of devotion 
which spring up in the heart of 
a good minister, and which are 
often communicated with an 
electrical force and rapidity to 
hishearers. It ought, however, 
to be rémembered, that every 
society has permanent wants 
and circumstances, which onght 
to be always noticed in public 
worship, and for which written 
prayers have been framed, far 
better than the great body of 
ministers can offer ; a it 
ought also to be remembered, 
that no minister, not the most 
devout and fervent, is at all 
times in that state of excite- 
ment which is necessary to give 
an unetion to his devotions. 
Might not then a liturgy, to be 
used at the discretion of the 
minister, be a valuable accession 
to our present means of religion. 

A good titurgy, such as might 
be framed from the services of 
the Episcopal and other 
churches, and especially from 
the Scriptures, would be an in- 
expressible aid and relief to 
young men, just entering on the 
ministry, whose inexperience, 
and diffidence, and want of 
judgement, render them unfit to 
be trusted with the whole devo- 
tions of a congregation. It 
would be useful to a large body 
of ministers, who, with respec- 
table qualifications for their of- 
fice, are yet not distinguished 
by promptness of thought and 
expression. It would be useful 
to the most gifted ministers, 
who, like other men, have theit 
periods of deadness and weari- 
ness, and whose prayers, some- 
times discover human infirmity, 








father than Christian zeal. A 
good liturgy, if spread through 
eur churehes, would plaee them, 
ma good degree, on a footing 
of equality as to a most impor- 
tant part of the serviees of the 
sanctuary ; and if rendered 
venerable by time, so as to be- 
come an object of common inter- 
est and affection. it would be a 
bond of union to all the socie- 
ties, however widely dispersed, 
by which it would be used and 
revered. 

The present remarks are 
thrown out not as deliberate 
opitiions, but as subjects for 
thought and discussion. No 
question deserves more serious 
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reflection than this, Can noth- 
ing be done to render public 
worship more interesting and 
useful P ‘he modes to which 
we are accustomed are not in- 
deed to be hastily abandoned. 
The partialities and even the 
prejudices of age are to be re- 
spected. But may we not, with- 
out offering violence to usages 
whieh time has hallowed, make 
some improvements in our reli- 
gious services P The influence 
of Christianity is intimately con- 
nected with its publie forms and 
solemnities ; and we ean hardly 
promote it more effectually than 
by rendering these more attrae- 
tive, impressive and powerful. 


; 
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INTELLIGENCE. 
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Extracts from the first Annual Report 
of the American Bible Society. 


Tre Managers of the American 
Bible Society desire with thankfulness 
to recognize the hand of their God, 
which has been good upon the Institu 
tion throughout the first year of its 
existence The harmony, cordiality, 
and forbearance, displayed in the pro- 
ceedir ¢ of the Convention who formed 
it, afford satisfactory evidence of the 
Divine approbation, and a sure pledge 
of the Divine blessing upon its future 
fa‘e. Many who had doubted of the 
practicability of the plan, yielded to 
the pleasing conviction that they were 
mistaken, and joined with those who 
had never doubted on the subject, in 
cherishing the hope, that the National 
Institution would realize the most 
sanguine expectations of its ultimate 
prosperity. Its formation was hailed 
as a great and glorious era in the his- 
tory of our country, and its means of 
accomplishing the all-important end 
of its formation have been increased 
with more than ordinary rapidity. 

The Managers, in entering on the 
duties of their responsible office, felt 
that their first exertions ought to be 
directed towards the procurement of 
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well-executed stereotype plates, for 
the accommodation of large districts 
of the American continent, They, 
accordingly, at an early pericd,'con- 
tracted for three sets of stereotype 
plates in octavo, and three in duodeci- 
mo. The octavo sets have all been 
delivered at the Depository ; and 
measures have been adopted to make 
them as correct as possible before 
they are used, The duodecimos will 
be finished int! + month of June ensu- 
ing : one of which they have resolved 
to locate in Lexington, (Kentucky, ) 
under the direction of the Kentucky 
Bible Society. 

As they were not in a capacity to 
print Bibles, having no plates of their 
own, they declined answering the va- 
rious applications for Bibles which 
they have received fiom Auxiliary So- 
cieties. They thought that it would 
be inexpedient to become the purchas- 
ers of Bibles for these Auxiliaries ; 
and, therefore, in those cases where 
monies were sent with the express 
stipulation that Bibles to the amount 
should be returned, they resolivec, if 
required, to pay over the same to the 
Societies which sent them ; or to pay 
over the whole or any part of them, 
to the New-York Bible Society, whe 
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would furnish the Auxiliaries with 
the required number of Bibles 

They were, however, soon enabled, 
by the munificent liberality of the 
New-York, and the New-York Auxil- 
iary, Bible Societies, to supply their 
Auxiliaries. Those Societies pre- 
sented them with a set of stereotype 
plates of the duodecimo size, and 
brevier type ; in consequence of which 
donation, 10,000 copies, according to 
their direction, have been printed ; 
of which about 6000 have been sold 
and distributed. They have lately 
ordered 2500 copies to be printed 
from the octavo plates, and 7500 from 
the duodecimo plates. 

Applications having been made at 
an early period, from different parts 
of the United States, for New Testa- 
ments, the Managers took the subject 
of printing and circulating the New, 
apart from the Old, Testament, into 
their consideration. After mature 
deliberation, they resolved, that for 
the present it was inexpedient for 
them to do this inthe English lan. 
guage. 

As the necessary expences of car- 
rying into effect the vast design of the 
National Instituticn were great, the 
Managers felt it their duty to adopt 
such measures as promised a supply 
of their wants. hey appointed a 
Committee in each ward of the city of 
New-York, to collect subscriptions ; 
and directed a Circular. Letter to be 
sent te every Minister of the various 
denominations of Christians in the 
United States, requesting a congrega- 
tional collection in tix ir aid—as also 
a Circular to the different Bible Soci- 
eties who had not united with the 
National Institution, soliciting aid ; 
and one to influential men in different 
parts of the United States, calling 
them to come forward in the good 
work, and enclosing a plan for an 
Auxiliary Society, and Branch Asso- 
ciations. ‘They cannot, at present, 
state the degree of success which has 
attended their applications. There is 
no doubt but many ministers bave 
been omitted, not intentionally, but 
from want of information. So soon 
as they are known, application will be 
made to them. 

{The Managers then particularize 
43 Societies, formed previous to the 
American Bible Society, which have 
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since become Auxiliary—also 42 So« 
cieties, formed since the American 
Bible Society, as Auxiliary to that in- 
stitution ] 

There is reason to believe that there 
are more Societies Auxiliary to the 
National Institution ; but the Mana- 
gers have received no official account 
of them. ‘They requested, in the 
statement published December 17, 
1816, every Society becoming Auxil- 
ary, ‘*so soon is convenient, to give 
official information of the same to one 
of the officers of the Board, particu- 
larly noting the time when the con- 
nexion was formed” ‘They now re- 
peat the request, with the distinct in- 
formation, that the organ of communi- 
cation in this matter, is the Secretary 
for Domestic Correspondence. 

The Long Island Bible and Com. 
mon Prayer-Book Society has so alter- 
ed its Constitution, as to aid the Man- 
agers in translating and publishing 
the Scriptures, without note or com- 
ment, in foreign languages. 

The following Societies, without be- 
coming Auxiliary to the National In- 
stitution, have expressed their appro- 
bation of the same by the following 
donations, viz. 

Philadelphia Female Bible Society, 
500 dollars; Long-Island do. 200 
dolls. ; Stanton de. (Virginia) 200 
dolls. ; Middlebury Female do. 90 
dolls.; Charleston. (S. ©.) do. 500 
dolls. ; Cumberland County do. (N. J.) 
50 dolls. 

Other Societies, not Bible Societies, 
have made donations, of which an ac- 
count will be found in the Keport of 
the Treasurer. 

From this account of the Societies, 
who either have become Auxiliaries, 
or cordially approve of the National 
Institution, it appears evident, that a 
very large proportion of the talent, 
respectability of character, and infiu- 
ence in political society, is engaged 
in befriending its design, and securing 
its permanency. From letters receiv- 
ed by the Board, there is no doubt 
other Societies already in existence 
will accede, and new ones be formed : 
and the time cannot be far distant, 
when in every part of these United 
States, the American Bible Society 
will have Auxiliaries. This event is 
most devoutly desired, to secure the 
circulation of the Scriptures through- 











gut our country, with the best pros- 
pect of success 

It would be an act of injustice to 
that sex who contribute so essentially 
to the relief of our cares, whilst they 
heighten our purest pleasures, not to 
notice, in a prominent manner, their 
active benevolence in aid of the Socie- 
ty, not only m forming Auxiliaries, 
but also in constituting, in so many 
places, their Pasiors Members for 
life They thus manifest the sense 
which they cherish of thew obligations 
to that holy volume, whose truths have 
elevated them in Christian lands to 
their just and all-important station in 
society, and qualified them to perform 
the duties of that siation with honor 
and success 

The Managers have directed their 
attention, also, to the translation of 
the Scriptures into the Indian langua- 
ges of our country, aud the publica- 
tion of the Spanish New-Testament, 
and of the Scriptures, in the French. 

They have, moreover, received from 
the New-York Bible Society, who are 
not weary in their acts of liberality to 
the National Institution, all the copies 
in sheets of the French Bible in their 
possession, amounting to about 1000. 

The Managers have ordered 2U0 
Gaelic, and 200 German Bibles, to be 
transmiited to them from England. 
Whenever they find that a greater 
number is wanted, they wiil not fail 
to procure the necessary supply. 

As inquiries from different parts of 
the country were mace on some points 
of importance, the Managers thought 
it proper to remove the difficuitres 
witich existed in the minds of many 
persons against a union with the A- 
merican Bible Society, to publish, to- 
wards the close of the last year, the 
following information on those poimts, 
Viz : 

1. That every Auxiliary Society 
must determine for itself, what is 
their surplus revenue afier supplying 
their own wants; but that funds, 
when given, are at the sole disposal 
of the Managers. They will, how. 
ever, thankfully receive recommenda- 
tions as to the best way of disposing 
of the surplus revenue of any Auxil- 
iary, reserving to themselves the right 
of adopting or rejecting the recom- 
mendation. 

2. As to the interpretation which 
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each Auxiliary Society has a right of 
giving as to the extent of their wants, 
the Managers respectfully suggest 
the propriety of each Auxiliary con- 
fining itself to its natural hounds. 
Unless this be done, one Auxiliary 
may interfere with another, and thus, 
while one district is doubly supplied, 
another may be left destitute. 

3. It is distinctly understood by the 
Board, that every Society becoming 
Auxiliary has a right of withdrawing 
from the connexion when it sees fit so 
to do, 

4 In conducting the business of 
the Board, the most scrupulous at- 
tention is paid tothe diversity of de- 
nomination which exists among Chris 
tians. ‘The meetings are opened with 
reading a chapter of the Bible select- 
ed by the presiding officer, and na 
other religious exercises are perform- 
ed. The Managers are deeply sensi- 
ble that they superintend the concerns, 
not of a party, but of the whole body 
of Christians, who are united in the 
National Institution for the sole pur- 
pose of distributing the Bible without 
note or comment. 

As one of the principal objects of 
the American Bible society is to sup- 
ply the great districts of the American 
Continent with well-executed stereo- 
type plates for printing the Bible, the 
Managers request that Bible Societies, 
in ditierent parts of the country, 
would send such information as may 
enable them to determine in what 
piaces the unappropriated plates may 
be located to the best advantage. 

Among the first measures adopted 
by the Managers, was to make an of- 
ficial communication to the Briish 
and Foreign Bible Society, of the 
formation of the American Bible So. 
ciety. 

The worthy President of our Socie.- 
ty had, however, anticipated the 
wishes of the Board ; and, through 
him, the Committee communicated 
their satisfaction at the event, and a 
donation of £°5U0 sterling, which was 
accepted with suitable acknowledge- 
ments to that Society, Since that 
time, the Committee, with their accus- 
tomed and honourable liberality, have 
presented to the Society a set of the 
Versions of Scriptures printed by 
them, and also several sets of their 
Reports. In going this, they have an- 
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ticipated the wish of the Board of 
Managers, who had forwarded an or- 
der for the same. 

In consequence of the necessary ab- 
sence of tiie Secretary for Foreign 
Correspondence on account of his 
health, mo correspondence has been 
opened with other Foreign Societies 
The President, however. addressed a 
letter to the Russian Bible Society, 
which has been honoured with an an- 
swer of congratulation and wishes for 
our prosperity. A letterhas also been 
received from the Hamburgh and Al 
tona Bible Society, of the same des- 
eription, soliciting a correspondence 
with us. 

The Managers have thus given a 
plain narrative of their proceedings, 
for the information of the Society. It 
will be readily perceived that their 
situation was not merely novel, but in 
the highest degree difficult. They 
had no experience, and yet the public 
expected great things. Every part 
of the machine which they were di- 
rected to superintend was new and 
untried Its operations, however, have 
thus far succeeded, and afiord conclu- 
sive evidence of its capability for far 
more extensive usefulness to our com- 
mon country. 

Khe Managers did not feel them- 
selves warranied at first to aflord 
monied aid, or even Bibles, to those 
Auxiliaries who applied for both. 
Their plans to be accomplished, they 
knew would mvolve them in heavy 
expense ; and they could not with 
certamty calculate upon a surplus of 
funds. Such, however, has been the 
rapid and increasing augmentation of 
their means, that they have been in. 
duced to afford the foilowing gratui- 
tous supply of Bibles, to Auxiharies 
whose wants were great and pressing. 

East ‘Tennessee Bible Soeiety, 500 
Bibles ; Steuben County (New-York) 
Bible Society, 100; Essex. County 
(New-York) Bible Society, 100 

So soon as their present engage- 
ments will permit, and the hberality 
of the American people shall furnish 
them with the means they will cheer- 
fully become almoners, in money, as 
well as Bibles, to all such destitute 
parts, at home and abroad, as may 
require the one orthe other Thus 
far they have endeavoured to dis- 
charge their duties, not only faithful 
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lv but intelligently, so as to ensure 
the approbation of the Society and the 
public. 





Extracts from a Pastoral Letter of 
the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States. 


HavinG in a former Number of the 
Christian Disciple reviewed a Pastoral 
Letter of the Synod of Philadelphia, 
in which there were *fsome things 
hard to be understood” and sull hard- 
er to be believed and approved, we 
rejoice in an opportunity ta exhibit 
some extracts from a Pastoral Letter 
of the General Assembly, which are 
of a more pacific and amiable charac- 
ter. This Leiter from the General 
Assembly, is perhaps one of the most 
exemplary and unexceptionable which 
lias ever appeared from an ecclesiast 
cal Body that assumed to be ‘the 
Supreme Judicatery” of any church or 
sect of Christians Excepting this 
assumption of power, there is very 
little in the Letter to be disapproved, 
but much to be commended. ‘The 
Presbyterians have an unquestionabl 
right to judge for themselves in mat- 
ters of faith, and to enjoy their own 
opinions unmolested: Nor are they 
to be censured for an attacliment to 
articles of fuith which they believe to 
be consistent with the sacred scrip- 
tures. The following passages wil! 
show the sivle and spirit of the ad. 
dress to the churches :— 


Very Dear Bee FUREN, 

Assembled, by the good Providence 
of God, as the supreme judiciary of 
our Church, we are constrained to 
address you and to endeavour to im- 
part to you some of those views and 
feelings te which our counsels have 
given rise, and which are suggested 
by the present aspect of the church 
and of the world 

At such a period, dear brethren, 
let it be impressed upon the mind of 
every member of our church, that we 
are cailed to humble. diligent, perse- 
vering exertion. Much has been 
done; but much more remains to be 
done ;—and much, we hope, will be 
done by us. Every day makes a de- 
mand upon the time, the aflections, 
the prayers, the property, and the in- 
fluence of the people of God, which 








it would be ingratitude, cruelty, nay 
treachery, to repel. Let every one, 
then, in his place and proportion, en- 
deavour daily to add something to the 
common amount of effort to prepare 
the way of the Lord 

Let the MINISTERS OF THE GOS- 
PEL in our communion, be every 

where found engaged in preaching the 
truth, as it is in Jesus, with affection- 
ate zeal. Let them go before their 
people in every holy example. and in 
every pious and benevolent exertion- 
Let it be manifest to all, that they 
seek not their cwn, but the things which 
are Fesus Christ’s. 

Let all the MEMBERS OF OUR 
CHURCHES consider themselves as 
called upon, in their several statians, 
to do something—to do much for 
Christ. Millions of our race are still 
sunk in jgnorance and depravity. 
Dark and waste places abound, even 
in our most populous and enlightened 
neighbourhoods, «nd still more in the 
remote portions of our church. 

In these hallowed labours let none 
refuse to join. It is among the dis- 
tinguished glories of the commence- 
ment of the nineteenth cenwry, that 
PLOUS FEMALES are more extensive- 
lv associated, and more actively use- 
ful, in promoting evangelical and be- 
nevolent objects, than in any former 
period of the world. Let them on 
With increasing activity and ardour in 
these exertions, so worthy of women 
professing godliness, and so useful to 
liankind 

Let not even LisPING CHILDHOOB, 
or TENDER youru be idle. Let 
every Bible Class, every School.asso- 
ciation, every employment which 
brings your beloved children together, 
be made a medium for conveying to 
their minds that benign impression, 
which shall eniist them on the side of 
truth and of the church of God, from 
the earliest dawn of reason. 

To these efforts in behalf of the 
cause of Christ, join fervent, united 
PRAYER. We need not remind you, 
brethren, that all Zion’s blessings come 
down from her King and Head ; and 
thathe will be inquired of by his peo- 
ple to do fur them that which they 
need and desire 

Endeavour to maintain A sPIRIT 
OF HARMONY WITH ALL DENOMI- 

yAvrrons or Curispians. While 
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you contend earrestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints, and bear a faith. 
ful testimony to the Apostolic doctrine 
and order, which we profess to re, 
ceive; let no bigotry, or prejudice, 
no party rancor, or offensive crimina- 
tion pollute your testimony. Remem- 
ber that the period is approaching, 
when all real Christians shail see eye 
to eye ; when they shall be united in 
opinion as well as in aflection Cher- 
ish now the sentiments which corres- 
pond with this delightful anticipation. 
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and evil 
speaking, be put away from among you 
with ali malice ; and continuaily look 
and pray for the happy period when 
believers of every name shall agree to 
act together upon the great principles 
of our common salvation. 

Finally, dear brethren, be un1 TED 
AMONG yOURSELVES. If you desire 
to profit by your spiritual privileges ; 
if you hope to be instrumental in pro- 
moiing the cause of Christ, or to be 
honoured with his blessing : cherish 
— of affection, and union of ef- 
ort. 





CONTRAST BETWEEN CROWNED 
HEADS. 


The Emperor Alexander, and the King 
of Hungary. 

Tue Emperor Alexander has issued 
a Rescript in favour of a sect of dis- 
senters from the Greek Church. It 
forbids ali further persecution of this 
sect, and observes.—*: Does it become 
a Christian Government to employ 
harsh and cruel means, to torture and 
exile to bring back into the church 
those who have gone astray? The 
doctrine of the Redeemer who came 
into the world to save the sinner, can- 
not be spread by restraint and punish- 
ment. ‘True faith can only take root, 
with the blessing of God, hy convic- 
tion, instruction, and mildness, and 
above ail by good example ”—Bostor 
Intelligencer, Fuly 19, 1816. 


eteenennenainal 


ORDER OF THE KING OF HUNGARY. 
BUDA, MAY 53. 
Prchibition of Bible Societies in Hun- 
gary. 
Tue following circular letter to the 
Clergy in Hungary was issued already 
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on the 23d of Dec. last year, by the 
Government in this city :— 

** Considering that the London Bible 
Association has caused the establish- 
ment of several affiliated Societies, 
particularly in Germany, and that sev- 
eral such associations in the imperial 
hereditary dominions, particularly a- 
mong the Protestants, have moré inti- 
mate connexion in view, his Sacred 
Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to ordain that care be taken that print- 
edl copies of the Bible be not circulat- 
ed gratis, or at a low price, by such 
Foreign Associations and Societies in 
his Majesty’s hereditary dominions, 
nor the establishment of a Bible As- 
sociation be allowed For the rest, 
his Sacred Majesty is graciously pleas- 
ed to allow the Trade with Bibles as 
with all other books by booksellers, 
according to the Ordinances publish- 
ed on this subject—The Royal Gov. 
ernment hereby publishes this his Ma- 
jesty’s Resolution, that the most punc- 
tual care may be taken to observe it 
in every point. 

** Given at Buda, the25d Dec. 1816, 


in the Assembly of the Members of 


the Royal Hungarian Government.” 


This order of the King of Hungary 
is probably one of the eflects of the 
Pope’s Bull against Bible Societies. 
It is however difficult to perceive 
much grace in prohibiting a gratuitous 
distribution of Bibles. 


AFFAIRS OF HONOUR. 


Died in Bladensburg, Mr. William 
Arthur Lee, aged 21, son of the late 
Charlies Lee, Esq. of Virginia, and a 
Lieut. in the Navy of the U. States. 
He fell a victim to the murderous 
practice of duelling ‘— Bos. Ree. 


PHILADELPHIA, JULY 1). 

We are informed, that a few days 
ago, in the neighbourhood of New- 
Castle, (Del ) while a party were en- 
gaged in hay-making, a dispute arose 
between two blacks. It arrived to 
such a degree of violence, that the 
parties engaged, agreed to settle the 
matter by the weapons which they 
were then using in the field-—Accord- 
ingly scythe to scythe was opposed — 
With the first blow each antagonist 


received a fatal wound, and fell to-. 


gether, locked to each other by in- 
struments wWiich but a short time pre- 


ow 
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vious had been reaping the gracious 
harvest of the God of nature. 


Here we have two Affairs of Hon- 
our, which are equally honourable. 
Duelling with scythes is as just and 
reasonable as duelling with pistols. 
These black gentlemen of honour 
were probably not so able as their. 
white brethren to provide pistols for 
the combat ; but they proved them- 
selves to be men of spirit. If the 
black gentlemen acted the part of 
madmen or fools, so did the white. 

Some allowance however is perhaps 
to be made in behalf of all these gen- 
tlemen on the score of education. 
Probably they were all educated in 
those enlightened regions where honour 
is to be acquired both by public war 
and private combat, and where 4illing 
men is one of the most reputable oc- 
cupations These four duellists might 
fairly plead before any tribunal that 
the mode they adopted for deciding 
controversies is far less unjust, than 
that which is adopted by the rulers 
of nations, who compel others to fight 
their battles. 





COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


CITY OF WASHINGTON, Juty S. 
To the People of the United States. 


The Board of Managers of the 
American Colonization Society, being 
about to enter upon the prosecution 
of the great object of the institution, 
beg leave to address their countrymen 
upon this important subject. 

The first duty to be performed is to 
obtain unquestionable information 
upon several most essential points, 
which will not only enable the Socie. 
ty to pursue its future measures with 
certainty, but may also justify the gov- 
ernment in affording its co-operation 
in a Way most conducive to the success 
of the object in view.—To effect this 
we have perceived the necessity of 
engaging a competent person to visit 
the settlements of Sierra Leone, and 
other ports of the continent of Africa, 
and probably also to spend some time 
in England. 

For these and other purposes, it be- 
comes immediately necessary that the 
Society should call upon its friends, 
and ascertain what extent of funds 
may be expected 

The Board do not think it necessary 














to comment upon the many and obvi- 
ous benefits that may result from the 
labours they are engaged in. 

The love of our own country, and 
benevolence to the cause of our suf- 
fering fellow men, conspire to offer 
the most persuasive motives. To 
these are to be added the far higher 
and more animating inducements of 
being the instruments of a gracious 
providence in dispensing the light of 
Christian hope and joy over a be- 
nighted and important portion of the 
earth, 

The Board, therefore, call with con- 
fidence upon their countrymen and 
fellow Christians for that liberal aid 
to their designs, in reliance upon 
which this association was formed 

BUSH. WASHINGTON, Pres’t. 





PRAYER ANSWERED. 


Extract of a letter from a young gen- 
tleman in Virginia to his friend in 
Providence. 

**WuHeENn we arrived at Fredericks- 
burg we found that the session of the 
Episcopal Convention -had just coim- 
menced. I attended church twice 
each day for a week, which was the 
length of the session, where I heard 
preaching, Which Lam sure has not 
been excelled in eloquence and zeal 
(would I could say in effect, ) since 
the apostolic age. We had there an- 
other Paul—now a Paul in religious 
eloquence atid enthusiastic devotion 
to the service of God, as he was for- 
merly a Paul in wickedness and in 
mad opposition to the truths of the 
gospel. I must tell you his story. 
He was a native of Virginia, a man of 
family, fortune, and education, and 
emphatically “a man of the world.” 
He had mm: Fm of pious disposition, 
who had been taught to read, and was 
in the habit of collecting the blacks 
in the neighbourhood, for the purpose 
of reading and explaining to them the 
scriptures, and of prayer. This com- 
ing to R C.’s knowledge, the slave 
was severely flogged, and was at the 
same time forbidden to preach, or to 
hold a meeting again, on pain of severe 
punishments As he was riding home 
une evening soon after, he passed a 
cabin where he heard the voice of his 
slave as engaged in prayer. He dis- 
mounted in high displeasure, and with 
his whip in his hand went tothe decor, 
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where, pausing, heard his negro fer- 
vently praying God to forgive his mas- 
ter even as he forgave him. The 
prayer was heard—conviction seized 
the sinner, and he sunk pale upon his 
knees, joining the astonished negroes 
in earnest prayer for forgiveness, He 
has been preaching about twelve 
months with astonishing suceess.”— 
Recorder. 





OBITUARY. 


Died in this town, on the 20th Feb. 
last, Mr. Samuel Phillips, aged 16 
years, second son of the Hon. John 
Phillips. ‘This young man had enters 
ed the University at the last com- 
mencement, and although at that time 
the disease which contributed to his 
death had probably begun its attack 
upon his frame, there was then no ap- 
prehension of the event, which has 
since covered his friends with sorrow 
and gloom. It pleased God to remove 
him by a disease, which was rapid in 
its progress, depriving the sufferer of 
his mind, and baffling all the skill of 
medical assistance. His heart was 
honest, generous, and full of sensibili- 
ty. In his manners he was unassum- 
ing and medest, perhaps to a fault, 
for it concealed from many of his less 
intimate friends the benevolence of 
his heart. Judging from the course 
of his life, his principles were sound 
and efficacious, for his conduct, on all 
occasions, was most virtuous and ex- 
emplary. Realizing the value of his 
time, and the preciousness of his op- 
portunities, he exerted all his powers 
with constant and unwearied diligence. 
The comparative shortness of his life 
had not allowed a full developement 
of his intellectual or moral capacity, 
but he had given presages of respec- 
table talents, and exhibited the germs 
of generous and honourable principles. 
With such prospects, his death to his 
friends was poignantly afflicting. but 
they have the comfort of remember. 
ing the blameless tenor of the life of 
their departed friend, and when they 
bring to mind the strong temptatidns, 
which he must soon have inevitably 
encountered, it opens a rich source of 
consolations to be assured, that he 
has escaped from this scene of trial 
and suffering, and is in a state of be- 
ing where, virtueus character is placed 
beyond the reach of temptations. 



























énDAINED. 


At Durham, (N. H.) on Wednesday 
last, Rev. Federal Burt, over the Cori- 
gregational Church and Society in that 
place. Introductory Prayer bv the 
Rev Asa M’Farland of Concord; Ser- 
mon by the Rev. Joshua Bates, of 
Dedham, from Jer. xxix. 13. “ And 
ye shall seek me, and find me, when 
ye shall search for me with all your 
heart” Charge by the Rev Dr. Pear. 
son, of Andover, Consecrating prayer 
by the Rev. Dr. Spring, of Newbury- 
port. Fellowship of the Churches by 
Rev. Mr. Clary, of Dover. Conclud- 
ing prayer by Rey. Mr. Ray, of New- 
Hampton, N. H 


Poetry. 





OBITUARY. 


In Rome, Cardinal Maury, aged 71, 

In New-York, Rev. Samuel Whelp- 
ley—50. 

In Vorchester, Dr. Thomas Dan- 
forth—42 

In Billerica, Mrs. Mary Gleason-78. 

In Salem, Capt. Simeon Forrester. 





Candidates for the Ministry. 


Mr. David Reed, Cambridge. 
** Jonathan P. Dabney, do. 

“ Samuel Gilman ~ do. 

“« Hiram Weston, Duxbury. 
* Thomas Savage, Cambridge. 


«© Seth Alden, do. 


POETRY. 


“ nocTRINE OF BAPTISMS.” —Heb. 
vi. 2. 


Jesus behold on Jordan’s side, 
By John with water purified ; 
See him all righteousness fulfil, 
Obedient to his Father’s will. 


The heav’ns were open’d while he 
pray’d ! 

And now descends upon his head 

The pure anointing Holy Ghost ! 

(Thus ne baptiz’d at Pentecost.) 


Here we behold the watry type 
Fulfill’d ;—amidst celestial light, 
Jesus baptiz’d with fire divine ; 
Substance succeeds the outward sign. 


The Father’s voice was heard from 
heav’n 
By John ; (behold his witness giv'n,) 
“This is mv well beloved Son ; 
ces  -) °° . ; ey rp ’ > =) . 
My sov'reign’ gift ere time begun : 


“¢ Hear him!” all his commands obey : 
Pursue his meek and lowly way : 
Then love and peace, and ev’ry grace, 


Shalt guide you through the heav’nly 


race. 


As brighter shines the gospel day, 
The types and “ shadows flee away ; 
Messiah’s reign of peace and light, 
Yilume the world and end the night. 
K, 


9 


The Address of a pious Negro to 
Thomas Paine. 

The following lines were handed to 
the Editor with credible information 
that they were the production of a 
pious Negro at the age of 21. They 
were probably written before the 
death of Mr. Paine. 


Thrice I have read thy “ Age of Rea- 
son” through, 

And thrice ’'ve bid thy horrid book 
adieu. 

Oh Thomas Paine ! how 
thus to scan 

The word of God, thou bold blasphe- 
mous man ! 

I’ve read thy book, and nothing in’t f 
see, 

But just an Age of Infidelity. 

Like Babylon’s image so | let it pass, 

’T was partly clay, and partly shining 
brass : 

Like clay, your svstem of divinity, 

Like shining brass is your philosophy : 

So like this image you shall have a fall 

And shall on earth be seen no more 
at all 

In Landaff’s bishop is the mighty 
stone 

Cut from the mountain by the “ Holy 
One ;”’ 

And it shail break this brass and miry’ 
clay 

And whistling winds shail drive them 
far away. 


dar’st thou 


